
Connect with Long Point Basin Land Trust online… 
Follow us on Twitter (@lpblt) and “Like” us on Facebook. 
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Long Point Basin Land Trust grate-
fully acknowledges the support of
numerous contributors for its
Conserving Carolinian Reptiles
project, including: HIVA
Environmental Fund, John and Pat
McCutcheon Charitable Foundation
and individual donors. This Project
was undertaken with the financial
support of the Government of
Canada provided through the
Department of the Environment. 

Helping Wildlife At Home
and supporting biodiversity

longpointlandtrust.ca
Long Point Basin Land Trust (LPBLT) is a char-
itable non-governmental organization which
protects and restores natural habitats and biodi-
versity in the central Carolinian Region. The
Land Trust promotes conservation through
outreach, research, habitat restoration, and
species at risk recovery. LPBLT owns and stew-
ards several nature reserves, including the
Jackson–Gunn Old Growth Forest and the
Arthur Langford Nature Reserve. 

Tips to Attract Birds, Butterflies, Amphibians, Reptiles 
and other Wildlife to your Property

Helping Species at Risk through Habitat Stewardship

Photo ©Gregor Beck

Photos ©Kevin Kavanagh

Green Frog

Red-headed
Woodpecker
(Threatened)

THE CAROLINIAN REGION

of southern Ontario is one 
of the most ecologically-

diverse areas of Canada and is
home to an incredible array 
of flora and fauna. This natural
wealth includes thousands of
plant and insect species,
hundreds of bird and fish 
species, and dozens of mammals,
amphibians and reptiles.

Conserving Carolinian Reptiles: Please lend a hand!
• Help reduce reptile mortality: drive (and boat) slowly and carefully near wetlands and
natural areas to avoid hitting turtles and snakes.

• Poaching (i.e. illegal collection) of reptiles for the pet trade and for food remains a signifi-
cant threat. Please be respectful and avoid disturbing wildlife. Report suspected poaching in
Ontario to the Ministry of Natural Resources’ TIPS line: 1-877-847-7667  (1-877-TIPS-MNR)

• For more information about helping reptiles or creating reptile habitats, such as nesting
and wintering structures, please visit LPBLT’s website (Resources and Reptile pages).

• Report reptile sightings from the Long Point Basin to LPBLT’s website, Conserving
Carolinian Reptiles page. Report other Ontario reptile sightings (and amphibian sightings)
to www.ontarionature.org.

• Check out LPBLT’s biodiversity handbooks: Gardening with Native Plants and Conserving
Carolinian Reptiles. Visit www.longpointlandtrust.ca for more information about these prac-
tical guides. 

“Helping Wildlife At Home” was created by 
Gregor Beck, John Lee and Adam Timpf  © Long Point Basin Land Trust 2012.

Please support the Land Trust! 
Contact us at: 
Long Point Basin Land Trust
P.O. Box 468
Port Rowan, Ontario  N0E 1M0
Phone: 519-586-8309
Email: nature@longpointlandtrust.ca

Blanding’s Turtle
(Threatened) 
Photo ©Joe Crowley



THE HIGH BIODIVERSITY of the Carolinian Region
occurs because of the area’s proximity to rich

ecosystems to the south, the temperate climate and
the variety of habitat types found in southernmost
Ontario. The area’s natural habitats include forests,
savanna, grasslands, various wetland types, lakes and
shorelines. Even the smaller, naturalized areas
found around farms and urban/suburban green

spaces can provide habitat suitable for some wildlife species, illus-
trating the importance of habitat restoration and native plant gardens. 

The Carolinian Region is also home to the largest concentration of
people in Canada which has put great pressure on nature. Centuries
of settlement, agriculture, development and urbanization, as well as
accompanying transportation and infrastructure, have had a significant
impact on natural habitats and biodiversity. With high natural
biodiversity and a large and growing human population,
it is not surprising that the Carolinian Region sadly boasts the highest
concentration of imperilled flora and fauna in Canada, with over 160
designated “at risk” species. Some wildlife species are particularly
threatened, such as grassland birds and reptiles. Reptiles, for example,

are vulnerable to habitat loss and
multiple other threats related to
high human population, such as
roadways. As a result, the majority
of our reptile species are now
designated at risk and many
people fear that populations will
continue to decline. 

While habitat loss, fragmenta-
tion, pollution and other hazards
continue to threaten many wildlife species, there are innumerable
things the public can do to help species at risk and other wildlife species
– and to promote biological diversity in general. Some species can
benefit from the smallest of backyard efforts and be attracted to your
garden. The suggestions in this publication will help nature enthusiasts
and gardeners create nature-friendly places close to home.

What is biodiversity?
Biodiversity is the richness and interdependance of all life within
a geographic area or ecosystem. It includes the biological variation 
within a species (e.g. genetic differences),
between species, and between ecosys-
tems. Biodiversity refers to the diversities
and multiplicities of habitats, ecosystems
and natural processes.

The Prothonotary
Warbler is highly
endangered in
Canada. It breeds in
natural tree cavities
or nest boxes within
swamp forests.

Turkey Point Marsh
Photo ©Kevin Kavanagh

Snapping Turtle (Special Concern)

Viceroy on Cup Plant

Eastern Foxsnake (Endangered)
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Restored Prairie Habitat Photo ©Mary Gartshore
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NUMEROUS SPECIES of birds
can be attracted to a garden

through careful plant selection,
thoughtful gardening practices
and by adding specific features.
Keep in mind that birds require
shelter, perches, nesting loca-
tions and food sources
throughout all seasons.

MANY WILDLIFE SPECIES can be attracted through careful gardening and prop-
erty maintenance practices. Choosing native plants appropriate to your

site’s light, moisture and soil conditions should result in a successful garden
which is also beneficial for native flora and fauna. Plant a variety of trees, shrubs
and herbaceous plants in a way that mimics natural habitats. When designing
your garden, keep in mind that animals require food, water and shelter
throughout the seasons.

Attracting Wildlife to Your Garden
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Yellow Pond Lily 

Eastern Ribbonsnake (Special Concern)

TREES, SHRUBS AND HERBACEOUS PLANTS provide
shelter, food and habitat at different heights.
Flowering plants provide nectar for butterflies and
other pollinators, such as bees; in turn, the plants
become pollinated and produce berries or seeds
which attract a variety of birds. Leave some flower
heads after blooming (i.e. don’t ‘dead head’ every-
thing) to provide seeds for birds in fall and winter. 

ADDING A WATER FEATURE is a simple way 
to attract wildlife. Heated bird baths attract
wildlife year round, while ponds provide
habitat for amphibians, dragonflies and
aquatic insects. 

Baltimore Checkerspot on Common
Elderberry; Blue Dasher (below)

BRUSH PILES are great habitat features for
wildlife, providing shelter during harsh
weather and protection from predators.
Dead trees, large stumps and other woody
debris provide habitat, shelter and food for
woodpeckers, insects, snakes, salamanders,
toads and other small animals.

Bare patches of open sand are used by birds as ‘dust baths’ and by burrowing
insects and some native bees and wasps which nest in the ground. 

Attracting Birds to Your Garden
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Gray Dogwood

Common Elderberry

Blue Jay

Baltimore Oriole

Purple Martin Colony

Virginia Creeper
(Parthenocissus inserta)
Summer and Riverbank Grapes
(Vitis aestivalis and V. riparia)
Gray and Red-osier Dogwoods
(Cornus racemosa and C. stolonifera)
Carolina and Swamp Roses
(Rosa carolina and R. palustris)
Common Elderberry
(Sambucus canadensis)
Downy and Smooth Serviceberries
(Amelanchier arborea and A. laevis)

Nannyberry
(Viburnum lentago)
Common Hackberry
(Celtis occidentalis)
Hickories 
(multiple species, Carya spp.)
White Cedar and Red Cedar
(Thuja occidentalis 
and Juniperis virginiana)
Black Cherry and Chokecherry
(Prunus serotina and P. virginiana)
Oaks (multiple species, Quercus spp.)

A few plant suggestions for birds

NEST BOXES will provide homes to cavity
nesting birds, such as wrens, chickadees,
swallows and bluebirds. Make sure the
boxes are predator proof and clean out old
nests before the next breeding season. 

BIRD FEEDERS are an easy way to attract
more birds to your garden. Sunflower seeds
will attract a wide array of species, but
special nectar feeders must be used to
attract orioles and hummingbirds. Keep
feeders clean and well stocked once you
start.
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American Lady on Rudbeckia

Digger Wasp on New
England Aster

Butterfly Weed

CREATING PONDS is an easy way to attract
reptiles and amphibians. Toads, frogs, some
salamanders and newts lay eggs in early
spring, with cool, shaded pools attracting
different species than warm, sunlit ponds.
Turtles may occupy larger ponds and benefit
from the addition of logs for basking. It is
important not to introduce fish, such as gold-
fish, koi or bass, to ponds since they may prey
on smaller wildlife or escape to waterways.
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SNAKES, TURTLES AND LIZARDS are reptiles whereas frogs, toads, salamanders
and newts are amphibians. These animals play an important role in nature by

eating insects, slugs, snails and other invertebrates. Many large snakes are excel-
lent at rodent control and some turtles eat decaying plant material and carrion.
Helping these species is vitally important since many populations are in decline.

Milkweeds (numerous species, 
Asclepiadaceae family)
Asters (numerous species, 
including goldenrods, Aster family)
Joe-pye Weed
(Eupatorium dubium)
Woodland Sunflower
(Helianthus divaricatus)
Dwarf Blazing Star
(Liatris cylandracea)
Cardinal Flower
(Lobelia cardinalis)

Wild Bergamot
(Monarda fistulosa)
Virginia Mountain-mint
(Pycanthemum virginianum)
Brown-eyed Susan and other 
coneflowers (Rudbeckia hirtai)
New Jersey Tea 
(Caenothus americanus)
Buttonbush
(Cephalanthus occidentalis)
Common Elderberry
(Sambucus canadensis)

A few plant suggestions for pollinators

BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS, bees and wasps are attracted to many common flowering
garden plants. While feeding on the flower’s nectar, these insects perform a

vital ecological service as pollinators. This is essential for successful crops, gardens
and natural habitats alike. Unfortunately, many pollinators, including native bees
and honey bees, are in decline. You can also attract butterflies by establishing their
HOST PLANTS. Some butterflies will lay eggs on a wide variety of plants and trees,
while others are specific to certain host plant species.

Attracting Butterflies&Other Pollinators

BUTTERFLY HOST PLANT

Monarch Milkweeds
Tawny Emperor Common Hackberry

BUTTERFLY HOST PLANT

Baltimore Checkerspot Turtlehead
Giant Swallowtail Hoptree

Monarch (Special Concern)
on Blazing Star 

Baltimore Checkerspot

BEWARE OF GARDEN NETTING.
Entanglement threatens both turtles 
and snakes. Snakes can get caught in the
mesh used to support vegetables and
protect fruit. Install netting above ground
and dispose of properly. 

ROCK PILES, LOGS, LEAF LITTER and mulch and
compost piles provide shelter and places for
snakes, lizards and salamanders to forage and
hide. In fact, some species lay their eggs in
rotting organic matter. Keep compost piles
screened to protect eggs from raccoons and
other predators. 

Limit use of pesticides. Amphibians are especially sensitive to chemicals
since their skin is highly permeable. Insecticides and other toxins can kill

food sources for reptiles, amphibians and other wildlife.

Blanding’s and Midland Painted Turtles

Eastern Gartersnake

Eastern Hog-nosed  Snake (Threatened)
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Attracting Reptiles & Amphibians


