
The plight of reptiles remains a critically-important
conservation issue locally and globally. With twelve

snake and seven turtle species, the Long Point
Basin is well known for its
diversity and historic abun-
dance of reptiles. But while
the region may have been
considered a stronghold for
reptiles historically, it is

probably better described today as a “refuge.” This
reflects the fact that six of seven turtle species and half the
local snake species are listed as species at risk, with a simi-
larly bleak picture across the Ontario. With such grave
concern about reptiles, it is heartening to know that the
work of LPBLT and its many friends and conservation
partners is helping to make a positive difference. 

LPBLT’s “Conserving Carolinian Reptiles” project
has completed its fourth year and the group is excited
about the positive results which are starting to be seen.
The project takes a multi-faceted, multi-species conser-
vation approach which includes: public reporting of
reptile sightings; field surveys and habitat monitoring;
construction of wintering, nesting and sunning habitats
for snakes and turtles at priority locations; extensive
public awareness and education; and, outreach and stew-
ardship support to landowners interested in protecting
species at risk and promoting biodiversity. 

The role of volunteers and species at risk stewards is
one of the most important aspects of the project. During
the last four years, 275 volunteer reptile “atlassers” have
reported sightings of more than 3,000 turtles and snakes.
Many of these volunteers have also assisted reptiles by
protecting the imperilled creatures from vehicles on
roadways. Reports from volunteers, and from partner
conservation groups, is vitally important to LPBLT’s
project and to reptile conservation efforts overall. These
sightings help biologists get a better sense of how popu-
lations are faring and provide information about
changing distribution patterns. 

Public reptile sightings are also critically important to
LPBLT since they help to inform local conservation
priorities and solutions. For example, reports from project
volunteers in October 2010 drew attention to a major road
mortality issue at Long Point Provincial Park. LPBLT
worked with park staff to evaluate the problem and by
early summer 2011 the two groups had raised sufficient
funds to purchase and install reptile barriers along a 750
metre priority stretch of roadway. Monitoring of park
roads by LPBLT biologists and volunteers through 2011
and 2012 indicates that reptile mortality on this stretch of
roadway decreased by about 75%. This is an encouraging
start and LPBLT looks forward to continuing to work
with the park to help make the roadways even safer for
turtles and snakes in the future. 
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hope that you will continue to take an
active role in these efforts. 

We encourage you to learn more about
LPBLT’s work by continuing to read our
publications and factsheets – or by
watching the new videos online about our
species at risk efforts. To keep current with
our activities or to learn about volunteer
opportunities, please visit our website or
Facebook page.

Finally, we extend our deep apprecia-
tion to our generous donors, funders and
volunteers for your support. Your
continued financial and personal assis-
tance makes our work to acquire new
nature reserves and protect species at risk
possible. Thank you.

Yours in conservation,
Peter J. Carson

President’s message

This issue of ViewPoint highlights some of
Long Point Basin Land Trust’s 2012
conservation milestones. This past year, we
completed our campaign to purchase a new
nature reserve near Turkey Point that
will benefit water quality in Long Point
Bay and restore woodland corridors.

Our Conserving Carolinian Reptiles
project is thriving with the participation
of hundreds of volunteer observers and
dozens of stewardship landowners.
LPBLT is also being recognized for its
leadership in protecting imperilled reptiles
through the construction of speciality habi-
tats, such as snake hibernacula and nesting
habitats, and road barriers. 

We are excited about the conservation
successes that are happening around us and

Conserving Carolinian Reptiles

Hatchling Blanding’s Turtle



Observations of turtles and snakes also help LPBLT
to plan some of its hands-on construction projects.
Through the Conserving Carolinian Reptiles project,
LPBLT has constructed and is monitoring over 50
reptile habitats of different types. The major purpose of
these constructed wintering, nesting and other structures
is to create habitats at safe locations in prime natural
habitats, reducing the chance that turtles and snakes will

stray into harm’s way near roads and human activity.
LPBLT is excited about the upcoming year and looks

forward to increased emphasis on the monitoring of
constructed habitats and providing enhanced training
and support to volunteer species at risk stewards. 

Thanks to the many reptile reporters, volunteers,
project partners and cooperating landowners for giving
reptiles a helping hand.

A snapshot of project milestones and successes:
• Constructed and monitored over 50 reptile habitats, including:  snake hibernacula (i.e. over-wintering habitats);

snake nesting and sunning structures; and, turtle nesting structures and pond enhancements

• Documented occurrence of numerous reptiles at LPBLT-constructed habitats – including Blanding’s, Midland
Painted and Snapping Turtles on turtle nesting structures; numerous snake species at and near constructed
hibernacula; and, Eastern Foxsnake inside a snake nesting box during the egg-laying season 

• Completed dozens of landowner meetings to discuss strategies to help reptiles and other species at risk 

• Created numerous factsheets and new instructional videos about helping reptiles and other species at risk (visit
LongPointLandTrust.ca for details)

• With the help of hundreds of project volunteers, documented sightings of 3,000 reptiles (representing 19 species)
from Haldimand, Norfolk, Elgin, Brant and Oxford Counties

• Collaborated with partners on reptile conservation efforts, such as Queensnake surveys (Nature Conservancy of
Canada), Northern Map Turtle population re-assessment (Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada) and Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas (Ontario Nature) 

The Conserving Carolinian Reptiles
project is entering its fifth year with
continued emphasis on creating special
reptile habitats, surveys and monitoring,
and extensive outreach and landowner
support. LPBLT has constructed over 15
snake hibernacula (i.e. wintering habi-
tats), frequently using salvaged materials.
Working with Long Point Provincial
Park, LPBLT installed barrier fencing,
reducing snake and turtle mortality by
about 75%. Volunteer participation is a
big part of project success. Simcoe

Composite School student,
Adam Lambert, has been
volunteering extensively with
LPBLT for two years; he’s
pictured here in 2011 with a
DeKay’s Brownsnake, rescued
from a park roadway. This
Northern Map Turtle was kept
safe from vehicles by the wildlife
barrier fencing in the park.

The endangered Eastern Foxsnake is benefiting from
conservation efforts in the Long Point Basin.



Assistance for this project was provided
by the Government of Ontario.

Conserving Carolinian
Reptiles

This project was undertaken with the
financial support of:

HIVA Environmental Fund

The John and Pat McCutcheon 
Charitable Foundation

Long Point Basin Land Trust thanks the following for their financial support. We would also like to thank the many individuals who have
supported our nature reserve acquisition, stewardship and species at risk efforts.

Turkey Point Watershed Reserve campaign successfully completed!

Steve Armstrong Excavating

LPBLT Supporters

LPBLT thanks the
following  businesses:

LPBLTis delighted to announce the
successful completion of its

campaign to acquire a new nature reserve near Turkey
Point. This scenic Carolinian property represents an
essential “ecological link” in the Forestville Creek water-
shed which flows into the Turkey Point Marsh and Long
Point Bay. The acquisition by LPBLT of this 32-hectare
(80 acre) reserve will protect 1.2km of cold water stream
habitat and help to re-establish a wooded riparian stream
corridor which links inland forests with coastal wetlands.
The property represents an essential wildlife habitat
corridor and serves as important species at risk habitat.
With the completion of future habitat restoration work
on about 12 hectares (30 acres), the property will play an
important role in the re-establishment of interior forest
habitat and the re-connection of
fragmented woodlands upstream
and downstream.

The protection and ecolog-
ical restoration of this property
will make an invaluable contri-
bution to nature conservation
and fill in the “missing link” of
woodland along this cold water
stream. The ecological commu-

nities on nearby properties are proving helpful in
informing possible future restoration goals as part of the
property stewardship planning work now underway.
Given the diversity of topography, soils, existing vegeta-
tion and adjoining habitat types, restoration may include
the re-establishment of a number of different ecological
communities, ranging potentially from Carolinian forest
to oak savanna to grasslands.

A great many individuals, foundations, corporations
and governmental agencies contributed to the campaign
to protect this important property. LPBLT extends its
sincere thanks to everyone for their generosity. Special
thanks are extended to Norfolk Field Naturalists (NFN)
for their very generous contribution as part of their 50th

anniversary celebrations. 
Finally, LPBLT is pleased to
join with NFN in announcing
that the naming of the prop-
erty will recognize George
and Shirley Pond, in honour
of their many years of conser-
vation support. A dedication
reception for the new reserve
is planned for 2013.

Habitat restoration on the reserve will restore woodland 
corridors, as well as other habitats.

Nature Reserves 
and Stewardship

Funding support for the LPBLT’s new
nature reserves has been provided by:

Government of Canada’s Natural Areas
Conservation Program as administered by the

Nature Conservancy of Canada.

Ducks Unlimited Canada

Government of Ontario

Norfolk Field Naturalists

The EJLB Foundation

The McLean Foundation

And, the Ontario Land Trust Assistance
Program (OLTAP) – an Ontario Ministry of

Natural Resources initiative in partnership with
the Ontario Land Trust Alliance that assists land

trusts to help conserve Ontario’s biodiversity.

Fred Eaglesmith
Charity Picnic
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Monthly Donation Form

Long Point Basin Land Trust welcomes monthly donors whose
financial assistance provides invaluable ongoing support for the
organization’s charitable conservation programs. If you are
interested in becoming a monthly donor, please complete and
return this form to Long Point Basin Land Trust, along with a
cheque marked “Void.” If you require additional information,
please contact us.

I (we) authorize Long Point Basin Land Trust to process a
debit, electronic or other payment form in the amount 
$                                      from my (our) account on a monthly
basis, beginning                                                    .  I (we) under-
stand that I (we) may change or cancel this monthly conserva-
tion contribution in future by providing written confirmation to
Long Point Basin Land Trust. I (we) enclose a cheque marked
“Void” from the account to be debited.

Please return this form with a “Void” cheque to:

Long Point Basin Land Trust
P.O. Box 468
Port Rowan, Ontario N0E 1M0

The Long Point Basin Land Trust is a registered 
charitable non-governmental organization 
(Charitable Registration Number 89113 5493 RR0001). 
We respect your privacy – please see our privacy policy at 
LongPointLandTrust.ca

Please support the Land Trust! 
Contact us at: 
Long Point Basin Land Trust
P.O. Box 468
Port Rowan, Ontario  N0E 1M0
Phone: 519-586-8309
Email: general@longpointlandtrust.ca
Website: LongPointLandTrust.ca

LPBLT's work to protect species at risk is featured in new online
videos! Visit our website to learn how to build a snake hibernac-
ulum, how to help bats,  and more. Special thanks also to The
Sticky Tongue Project for profiling our work on reptile barriers!

Check out LPBLT's publications page to read numerous fact-
sheets about species at risk. Or, order your copy of our biodiver-
sity handbooks: “Gardening with Native Plants” and “Conserving
Carolinian Reptiles” (a great field guide to all Ontario reptiles).

Mark your calendar for a fantastic day, evening or weekend of
music and outdoor fun: The Annual Fred Eaglesmith Charity
Picnic at Springwater Conservation Area near Aylmer. Info:
www.fredeaglesmith.com  Dates: August 16 to 18, 2013. 

LPBLT congratulates the Long Point Causeway Improvement
Project for their ongoing work to reduce mortality of reptiles,
amphibians and other wildlife. The installation of road barriers and
eco-passages makes an important contribution to species at risk
protection efforts in the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve!

Please help us save paper and costs. Sign up to receive your
newsletter and updates electronically. To subscribe, visit our
updated website: LongPointLandTrust.ca

Connect with Long Point Basin Land Trust online… 
Follow us on Twitter ( @lpblt ) or become a fan on Facebook.
facebook.com/lpblt
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Eastern Bluebird; Tundra Swans;
winter hardwoods, near Turkey Point
(front)


