
F
all is the season when many reptiles are on
the move looking for a place to overwinter.
Last September and October, LPBLT staff
and volunteers closely monitored a handful

of constructed habitats for reptile activity. We visited
turtle nesting mounds and snake hibernacula each
week looking for signs that reptiles were occupying
the structures. 

We are delighted to report strong evidence
suggesting they are being used! 

Some turtle mounds had holes suggesting hatchlings
had successfully left the nest. Two hibernacula regularly
had snakes on or near the structures. Some snakes were
even seen entering the hibernaculum. Snake species that
were observed included Eastern Gartersnake, Eastern
Milksnake and Eastern Foxsnake. 

Generally, these structures are considered to be
long term investments. It can take several years for a
snake to discover a hibernaculum. By closely moni-

toring these artificial reptile habitats, mainly in the
spring and fall, we are able to track their use and
determine ways to improve existing structures and
plan for future construction.

LPBLT built two more snake nesting boxes and
two more hibernacula during the past fall and early
winter months. 

Throughout the year, 377 reptile sightings were
reported by 76 volunteers. This citizen science
approach helps us identify ‘hot spots’ for reptiles,
allows us to contribute to other important databases,
and provides baseline data that helps to build our
knowledge of these fascinating creatures. By helping
us as a volunteer, you alert us to species that may not
have previously been reported in your area.
Knowledge of the whereabouts of common species
also help us track any changes in populations. Your
help is immensely valuable to the conservation of
these species and we thank you!

Another  Year Conserving Carolinian Reptiles!
Highlights from 2015

VIEWPOINT

Volunteers, Kayla and Hayley, filling a snake nesting box with woodchips, peat moss and straw (left photo). A brand
new snake hibernaculum that LPBLT installed this past winter (right photo). Snakes such as this Milksnake (top photo)
and young Foxsnake (bottom photo) have been found at LPBLT’s snake hibernacula this past fall.
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Volunteers, Bruce and Brodie
helping to survey for crayfish,
the Queensnake’s main prey
(left photo). Sam and Jenna
getting ready to do a vegeta-
tion survey to help assess
Queensnake habitat (right
photo).

LPBLT is one of many conservation organizations
across southern Ontario taking part in a two-year
Queensnake research project led by Huron Stewardship
Council. The goal is to learn more about Queensnake
ecology, population estimates, diet and population
genetics.

Queensnakes are an endangered species provincially
and federally. This small slender snake (34-92 cm long) is
olive brown to grey on the back and has a cream coloured
belly. Queensnakes are semi-aquatic and feed almost
exclusively on crayfish. Their habitat includes rivers and
creeks with rocky bottoms and, sometimes, marshy areas.

They may be seen swimming, under rocks, or in vegeta-
tion along the shoreline or overhanging the water.

In the Long Point area, there are historic records of
Queensnakes, and some recent sightings at the tip of
Long Point. Little is known about Queensnakes in the
Long Point area, which makes research like this all the
more important. We are grateful for the wonderful
volunteers who helped us complete the surveys for this
season and look forward to the next. 

If you have historic or recent records of Queensnakes in
the Long Point area, please let us know - contact Jenna Siu:
steward@longpointlandtrust.ca or 519-420-9913.

Learning about Biodiversity and Stewardship with Nature in the Neighbourhood

A Collaborative Effort to Learn about Queensnakes

Throughout the summer, as part of our Nurturing
Nature program, we hosted a series of Nature in

the Neighbourhood events at our nature reserves.
Highlights from these events include:

• Creatures of the Night at Arthur Langford Nature
Reserve with bat biologist Toby Thorne and moth expert
David Beadle. In the early evening we watched for and
used bat ‘detectors’ to listen for these intriguing critters.
Big Brown Bats, Hoary and possible Little Brown Bats
were heard. As the evening progressed we moved to the
moth traps – white sheets lit by mercury vapour bulbs. 
About 150 moths were identified!
• Fungus Among Us was a daytime walk at Jackson –
Gunn Old Growth Forest with local fungus enthu-
siast, Inga Hinnerichsen. Our stroll through this
beautiful site resulted in some interesting finds
including aborted Entoloma and Oyster mushrooms.
Inga also brought some cooked wild mushrooms for
us to try! 

• Two restoration and clean up events to help
improve our nature reserves. 

We have exciting events planned for 2016. Watch our
website and e-newsletter for updates and details!

Thanks to LPBLT’s volunteers, Delhi Wetland is a little cleaner.



Walking Routes coming to our Nature Reserves

LPBLTis currently working to make our
nature reserves more accessible

to the public by developing walking trails. These trails
will be opened this spring as part of our 20th anniver-
sary celebrations. We want to share these ecologically
diverse sites with the broader community and in

doing so foster a deeper appreciation for nature. 
The installation and proper use of marked trails

will help minimize the spread of invasive species and
protect sensitive species that call these reserves home.
Trail maps and directions will be posted on our
website soon: Stay tuned.

Steve Armstrong Excavating

LPBLT Supporters

Thanks to the following  businesses:

Long Point Basin Land Trust thanks the following for their financial and/or in-kind support in 2015. We
would also like to thank the many individuals who have supported our nature reserve acquisition, stewardship

and species at risk efforts.

The Nurturing Nature and Conserving Carolinian Repiles projects were undertaken 
with the financial help of:

Shirley and George Pond Nature Reserve



LPBLT has a number of dedicated volun-
teers who report sightings and help us make
our conservation programs successful. We
would like to take the time to recognize one
of our outstanding volunteers, Kayla Ellis.
Kayla is a recent graduate and has a passion
for nature and conservation. She is hard-

working and reliable, a go-to volunteer. She
has helped LPBLT to remove invasive
species, collect seed for restoration projects
and build and check a number of nesting
boxes, which is no easy task. LPBLT would
like to thank Kayla for her dedication and
commitment to conservation!

Volunteer recognition

LPBLT VIEWPOINT
LPBLT is forming stewardship teams for each of
our nature reserves. They will help maintain trails and
protect natural landscapes. If you are interested in
joining, contact our stewardship coordinator, Jenna
Siu: steward@longpointlandtrust.ca or 519-420-9913

Found injured wildlife? Visit the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry’s website and search
“wildlife rehab” for a listing of authorized wildlife
rehabilitators: www.ontario.ca.

Visit LPBLT’s website to check out our expanded
video library and read factsheets about reptiles and
species at risk. Or, order your own copy of our biodi-

versity handbooks: Gardening with Native Plants and
Conserving Carolinian Reptiles.

Please help us save paper and costs. Sign up to receive
your LPBLT newsletter and updates electronically.
To subscribe, visit our website:
www.LongPointLandTrust.ca . 

Follow us on social media (@lpblt),

Please support the work of Long Point Basin Land Trust
Your contribution will help acquire, restore, preserve and protect vital habitats, create a home for southern

Ontario’s species at risk, and leave a lasting legacy for future generations.
I would like to make a single contribution of:

$50 [  ] $75 [  ] $100 [  ]        or other $________

My cheque for $__________ is enclosed

LPBLT welcomes monthly donors whose financial assistance provides invaluable ongoing support for the 
organization’s conservation programs. For more information about monthly donations please visit our website

(http://www.longpointlandtrust.ca/what-you-can-do/#Donate Money) or contact us.
Donate online at:  www.CanadaHelps.org

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 468 Port Rowan, Ontario N0E 1M0 • Tel: 518-586-8309 • 
Email: general@lpblt.on.ca

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone:                                                Email: 

WHEN MAKING A DONATION PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL  Thank you for helping us help nature!

Volunteer, Kayla helping
this Snapping Turtle cross

the road.  
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