
I
t has been twenty years (August 27, 1996 to
be exact) since Long Point Basin Land Trust
(LPBLT) was formed by a small group of
local conservationist who had concerns about
habitat and species loss. Over the years, the

Land Trust has undertaken many and varied
projects, but the overarching goal of preserving land
for wildlife protection has never faltered. 

LPBLT is about to take
ownership of its seventh
nature reserve. All these
reserves have not only been
fully paid for but they are
endowed to provide the
funds needed to protect
them in perpetuity. Each of
the properties is special in
their own right, real old-
growth forest, source
protection for internation-
ally recognized wetlands,
headwaters for three creeks,
shoreline protection,
wetland functions and
Carolinian forest. Some of
them have been donated
outright, others sold to the
Land Trust at a discounted
price by the owners.
Collectively, these reserves
provide habitat for birds,
insects, mammals, amphib-
ians, fungi, reptiles and
plants, including nationally
significant species. These
properties are open to the
public and provide opportu-
nities for hiking, skiing,
research, photography, and

nature appreciation while providing natural services to
the greater landscape. 

The success of Long Point Basin Land Trust has
been realized through the support of a great number of
people from a wide geographic area and diverse back-
grounds. Some have provided the financial where-
with-all, while others have volunteered their time and
some, their properties. The one thing that all of our

diverse supporters have in
common is the love and
appreciation for the lands
and species we protect. 

As LPBLT heads
toward its’ 25th birthday
the board and staff are more
determined than ever to
make a lasting difference on
the conservation landscape
and where is there a better
place to do it than here?
The Long Point Basin area
has more species than most
other areas in Canada. The
pressure that is exerted on
this landscape is huge and
most directly tied to the
proximity of the largest
population centres in
Canada. We have lost more
of our natural landscape in
southern Ontario than in
some of the far away trop-
ical areas that we hear so
much about. 

Please take a minute to
reflect on how you can help
LPBLT be more effective
today and for future. 

Presidents Message — Peter Carson

1996 2016

A giant Tulip Tree on the almost acquired 
seventh LPBLT nature reserve
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One of the most familiar insects of North
America, the beautiful Monarch butterfly
(Danaus plexippus) is a source of delight,

wonder, and recently, concern as its numbers have
been decreasing due to habitat loss and decrease in
food supply.

It is a large butterfly, with a wingspan up to 100 mm
(4”). The well-known orange, black and white colour
pattern is a feast for our eyes, but a warning to predators
that it is poisonous due to compounds it ingests from its
primary food: the milkweed plant.

Did you know that the male and female monarch can
be told apart by the pattern on their wings? The male
Monarch Butterfly may be easily distinguished from the
female by noting the two highly visible black spots on the
insect's hind wings and the thinner black webbing within
the wings. The female's webbing is thicker and she has
no identifying wing spot as the male does.

Monarchs have a four-stage life cycle. Eggs laid by the
female by the hundreds hatch into the larval stage: a
showy yellow, black and white caterpillar which feeds
only on milkweed, growing rapidly and moulting several
times, before forming the jewel-like, jade-green, gold-
studded pupa. Inside this chrysalis occurs more Monarch
metamorphosis magic, and after 5 to 15 days the adult

emerges. Egg to butterfly takes about four weeks, and the
whole cycle is repeated several times a year.

Did you know you can tell the instar (age) of a
monarch caterpillar by the way it feeds on its food plant?
During the first instar (after hatching before the first molt)
the caterpillar uses a circular motion while eating milkweed
to avoid the flow of latex which could entrap it. By the
third stage, caterpillars began to eat along the leaf edges.
While in the fifth and last instar, larvae chew through the
petiole or stock (the connector between the leaf and the
stem) of milkweed leaves and stop the flow of latex.

A marvel of nature is the Monarchs' 3,000 km migra-
tion. Our Monarchs make the long journey to the
Oyamel fir forests in the Sierra Madre in Mexico. How
they navigate a route taken by their great-grandparents,
sometimes returning to the same trees, is one of the
wonders of nature. 

Deforestation in those same forests is one of the
factors leading to significant decline in the population of
Monarchs in the last two decades. Mexico's designation
of the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve is part of a
solution; illegal logging must also be addressed. Another
factor in their decline is the loss of milkweed plants in the
northeast due to agricultural methods and herbicides.
Recent research also identified availability of nectar-rich

Stephen Kilbridge

FOCUS ON WILDLIFE:
The Amazing Monarch Butterfly

A Monarch caterpillar on Milkweed.

K
at

hr
yn

 B
oo

th
by

K
at

hr
yn

 B
oo

th
by

A tagged Monarch ready for its migration.



3VIEWPOINT LPBLT

CREATE A LASTING LEGACY WITH LPBLT

Consider leaving a legacy by making a gift to
Long Point Basin Land Trust in your will.
Your last wishes could ensure that land in

the Long Point Basin that you love will be
protected for future generations, and will leave
something of lasting value for your friends, family,
and our community.

Through a planned gift you could honour a
loved one’s memory, advance a cause that is near
and dear to your heart, or create a legacy that bene-
fits society and future generations. Planned gifts
should be arranged in consultation with your
lawyer and financial planner. Please remember to
inform LPBLT of your plans. 

There are numerous opportunities for you to
make a positive difference for the Long Point Basin
and to create a lasting legacy. LPBLT would be
delighted to work with you and your advisors to
arrange a gift that best suits your objectives. 

Please contact Kristyn
Richardson at 519-586-8309 or
kristyn@longpointlandtrust.ca.
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The Wetland Warriors cleaning up the garbage 
at the Delhi Wetland Nature Reserve.

Volunteers and LPBLT’s Stewardship Coordinator repair the
wildlife fence at Long Point Provincial Park.

Participants learn about the creatures of the night
from David Beadle.

way stations along migration routes as a significant
limiting factor - Monarchs need to fuel up regularly on
their long journeys! 

Did you know that there are at least 9 species of milk-
weed found in southern Ontario? Monarchs feed on
them all but prefer some over others.

The Long Point Basin Land Trust's mission is to
preserve habitat, including that for butterflies. In late
September, we held a Monarch tagging workshop at

the Shirley and George Pond Nature Reserve. Small
polypropylene tags are applied to the underside of the
hind wing. When recovered, these individually
numbered tags allow researchers to determine the
pathways used by migrating Monarchs, the influence
of weather, and survival rates.

With increased awareness, monitoring, and restora-
tion of host plants, we hope that mankind will continue
to enjoy these incredible insects in perpetuity.
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This year has been busy for LPBLT! The
donation of the 12-acre (5 ha) wetland in
Teeterville was finalized on June 1st. The

property has been named the Marshall Malcolm
Wetland Reserve. This property was donated by
Kathy Rosse in memory of her husband, Robert
Rosse. It is named after Marshall Malcolm, a
great-uncle of Robert’s and a lifelong resident of
the Teeterville area. Marshall acquired the prop-
erty sometime in the 1930s and owned it until his
death in 1991, when it was passed on to his
nephew, Robert. This charitable donation of prop-
erty will help preserve an important piece of
Ontario’s biodiversity. LPBLT is very excited
about the securement of this new nature reserve
and expresses its sincere thanks to Kathy. A dedi-
cation reception for the new reserve is planned for
the spring of 2017.
A large portion of this reserve is designated as
Provincially Significant Wetland and the rest is
considered significant woodland. The property is
nestled alongside Teeter's Pond and is within the

Big Creek watershed. This small property includes
a cedar swamp, which is very old and in excellent
condition, as well as a narrow buffer of dry-fresh
upland deciduous forest. This site is of incredible
importance for various turtle species, including
Blanding's and Snapping. 

Further south in Norfolk County, the campaign
for the acquisition of a 26-acre (10 ha) woodland is
almost complete. By the end of 2016, LPBLT will
have secured and paid for its seventh nature reserve.
It is fully forested and virtually free of exotics;
unusual native trees such as Sassafras, Black Gum,
Tulip Tree, and Swamp White Oak make up a
high component of the forest cover. Cerulean
Warbler, Tufted Titmouse, Acadian Flycatcher,
and a host of other bird species use this area for
nesting or during migration.

A great many individuals, organizations, corpo-
rations and governmental agencies contributed to
the campaign to protect this important property.
LPBLT extends its sincere thanks to everyone for
their generosity and support.

LPBLT CELEBRATES TWO NEW NATURE RESERVES

A beautiful tip up at the new Malcolm Marshall 
Wetland Reserve.

A Red-eyed Vireo using LPBLT’s soon-to-be seventh nature
reserve for breeding.
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All the 2016 CCC Conservation Awards recipiants

Each year Carolinian Canada Coalition
(CCC) recognizes the people and groups
who help to save the unique nature of this

special region through its Conservation Awards.
This year, eight awards and one honourable
mention were selected from an outstanding slate of
candidates nominated by Carolinian Canada
members and partners across the zone.
Presentation of the awards was made at a cere-
mony held at the Toronto Botanical Gardens as
part of CCC’s and the Ontario Invasive Plant
Council’s “Restoring Resilience Conference”.

LPBLT was nominated for the “Green
Collaborators” award by Kathryn Boothby. As a
longtime supporter and former board member,
Kathryn was well aware of the great efforts that
have been invested to make the Conserving
Carolinian Reptiles project such an impactful

collaboration. Over the past eight years,
LPBLT has worked with many groups and
community members to save reptiles in the
Norfolk area (including reducing road mortality
at Long Point Provincial Park by about 90%),
and to protect and enhance important habitat
for these at-risk species.

Credit for this innovative approach to conserva-
tion goes to Gregor Beck, who as LPBLT’s
Director of Conservation envisioned this project in
2008, designed it in 2009, and worked vigorously
on its implementation for many years until his
departure from LPBLT in 2013.  Gregor was
responsible for the development of the effective
strategies, activities and many informational prod-
ucts that were behind the success of the
Conserving Carolinian Reptiles project. Thank
you, Gregor, from the LPBLT community.

LPBLT RECOGNIZED AS GREEN COLLABORATOR OF THE YEAR
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The 2016 field season has pretty much come
to an end with the sweet smell of fall fading
away into winter preparations. With our

events wrapped up and our monitoring efforts put
to bed, now is the time to reflect back on a year full
of new happenings and creativity. 

With nine Nature in the Neighbourhood events
held throughout the year, LPBLT reached over 200
people from Norfolk, Elgin and surrounding areas.
Each event was a success and many will be back by
popular demand in 2017. The season started off
with a Bird Walk through the Strongman-Guiler
Conservation Legacy led by Jody Allair, a biologist
at Bird Studies Canada. At the end of June, we
hosted our Creatures of the Night program at the
Arthur Langford Nature Reserve. Approximately
200 species of moths were attracted to the mercury
vapour lights and readily identified by moth experts
David Beadle and Mary Gartshore. Participants of
all ages joined in on the moth capturing fun. The
list of moths identified at this site continues to grow
each year. Also in June, LPBLT partnered with the
Norfolk Environmental Stewardship Team to clean
up part of our Delhi Wetland Nature Reserve; this
will be the first of two cleanups at Delhi for the
year. At the beginning of July, LPBLT Director
Mary Gartshore led a Wildflower Walk through the
meadows at Lake Erie Farms.  The Land Trust
helped garner local support for the purchase of this
400-acre property, which formed the cornerstone
for the Nature Conservancy of Canada’s major land
securement efforts on lower Big Creek.

One of our more popular events of the year was a
Monarch Tagging workshop at the Shirley and
George Pond Nature Reserve. With many partici-
pants coming throughout the day, local naturalist
Kathryn Boothby showed us how to safely catch

butterflies to identify them.  Ten species of butter-
flies were identified that day, including the magical
Monarch. Unfortunately, numbers were very low
this summer and only 14 Monarchs were tagged and
released. Our data records went to
www.MonarchWatch.com  and will be tracked.
Fingers crossed our little Monarch friends made it
safely down south to Mexico.

On a soggy Saturday, we had our Fungus Among
Us event with local mushroom enthusiast Inga
Hinnerichsen at the Arthur Langford Nature
Reserve.  Eight confirmed species noted that day
were added to our species inventory for the prop-
erty.  A few weeks later, LPBLT Director Dave
Baird led a photography walk through Backus
Woods. Participants were able to enjoy the beauty
of the old forests changing into their fall colours,
and receive plenty of tips and tricks from Dave on
how to capture the perfect picture.

The Wild Seed Collection and Cleaning work-
shops lead by restoration ecologist Mary Gartshore,
was a huge hit with people from a variety of back-
grounds in attendance. The collection workshop
held at the Shirley and George Pond Nature
Reserve gave 10 participants practical tips for iden-
tifying plants in their dormancy stage, as well as
hands-on practice with techniques for properly
collecting native plant seeds.  The following
weekend, the seed cleaning workshop was held at
the South Walsingham Community Hall.   In the
morning Mary gave a presentation explaining the
importance and need for native plant restoration.
This lecture was followed by hands-on demonstra-
tions of methods of cleaning different types of seed.
A big thank you goes to the Walsingham Women’s
Institute for providing delicious snacks and lunch
for the 26 workshop participants.

NATURE IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD EVENTS IN 2016

Lyndsay Shular

above right: The Norfolk Environmental Stewardship Team helps LPBLT clean the Delhi Wetland Nature Reserve cleanup in June.

below right: Participants learn how to clean fleshy fruit seeds at the wild seed cleaning workshop 
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Much of our work wouldn’t be possible
without the continued support of the
LPBLT volunteers. Our 35 volunteers have

worked hard over the past year, committing close to
200 hours completing reptile surveys, repairing
wildlife fencing (not an easy task!), helping with data

collection, reporting wildlife sightings, and helping
LPBLT spread the word about the work we do. The
Long Point Basin Land Trust would like to say a big,
heartfelt Thank You! to each and every volunteer who
has taken the time to come out and give LPBLT a
helping hand. 

Along with being an educational and rewarding
experience, volunteering is a great way to meet new
people, get outdoors and have fun! The LPBLT has
volunteer opportunities suited for people of all ages
and experiences. Currently, we are working towards
forming stewardship teams for our properties.
These teams will help protect these natural areas
through various activities such as invasive species
removal, species inventory and surveying, and
habitat monitoring. 

When asked, one of our dedicated volunteers, Ray,
said “I believe the work that the Long Point Basin
Land Trust does in securing and conserving land for
the future is important and will be even more impor-
tant to future generations. Volunteering is a fun way
to assist LPBLT, learn about nature, and enjoy the
outdoors.” Ray has spent much of his time this
summer working with the Stewardship Coordinator
on setting up snake survey plots, completing snake
habitat monitoring, and working on data analysis. 

If you are interested in learning more about volun-
teering with LPBLT, please contact our Stewardship
Coordinator Lyndsay Shular: steward@longpoint-
landtrust.ca or 519-420-9913.

THANK YOU TO LPBLT VOLUNTEERS

A volunteer working LPBLT’s booth at the Tillsonburg Fair.
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The Nurturing Nature and Conserving Carolinian Reptiles projects 
were undertaken with the financial help of:


