
VIEWPOINT

Welcome to another edition of Long Point
Basin Land Trust’s newsletter
ViewPoint. ViewPoint was first

published back in 2008 as an “occasional”
newsletter to keep our supporters up to date on
the many projects that LPBLT was engaging in. We
soon found we were busy enough to warrant a yearly
edition and, lo and behold, we now find we need to
publish twice a year.

Why a newsletter at all? you might ask. As I
have already suggested, it keeps you, our valued
supporters, up to date – but it does much more
than that. We often hand out newsletters at
public events, include them in proposal packages,

and drop them off at libraries. The newsletter is
our primary method of reaching beyond our
traditional support base and recruiting new
supporters. It is also a way to preserve and share
the history of the organization.

Newsletters are posted on our website 
(www.longpointlandtrust.ca) and are available to all at
any time. If I could be so bold as to ask, when you are
done with your copy of ViewPoint, could you please pass
it on to a friend or neighbour who you think would
appreciate it - and us? You, too, can help us grow!
Please enjoy!

Yours in conservation,
Peter J. Carson
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Kathryn Boothby leading our 2016 Monarch Tagging - photo: Kristyn Richardson

Invasive Species Information Workshop
Saturday July 15, 2017 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Location: Shirley and George Pond Nature Reserve

This workshop will have a focus on identifying inva-
sive plant species, information about what makes a
plant invasive, what you can do about them, as well as
removal and management techniques. The workshop
will start an “in-class” portion followed by with a
property walk to take a look at some invasive species
up-close. 

Participants are asked to bring notes books,
water/snacks, and take precautions for ticks.

Tree ID Workshop
Saturday July 29, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Shirley and George Pond Nature Reserve

Join Kevin Kavanagh for an informative workshop on
Carolinian trees. This higher learning-level workshop
will offer tree ID techniques, information on trees
found in the Long Point Basin, and have an in-the-

field tree ID portion. Participants are asked to bring
note books, a chair, water/snacks, and take precau-
tions for ticks.

Monarch Madness
Saturday September 16, 2017,
Session 1: 9a.m. – 12p.m. Session 2: 12:30p.m. –
3:30p.m. Shirley & George Pond Nature Reserve

Join local naturalist Kathryn Boothby to learn about
Monarch butterflies, their life cycle, how to help them
and how researchers tag them to track their migratory
journey down south.

Mushroom Walk Among Giants
Saturday October 7, 2017, 1p.m. – 3p.m.
Jackson-Gunn Old Growth Forest

Join local fungi expert Inga Hinnerichsen for an after-
noon guided walk through one of LPBLT’s first
properties and remaining intact old growth forests.   

Lyndsay Shular - Stewardship Coordinator

Conncting Community to Nature

Now that the warmer weather is here, Long Point Basin Land Trust is excited to announce the lineup of
events and workshops for the 2017 season. Directional maps are located on our website as well as regis-
tration for events and workshops. See www.longpointlandtrust.ca for details.
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Have you heard the
exciting news?
LPBLT is planning

its first ever BioBlitz for
August 12th, 2017 on the
Shirley and George Pond
Nature Reserve!

What is a BioBlitz? It is a
volunteer-based biological
inventory of a specific area.
Local scientists, professional
naturalists, and amateur enthu-
siasts gather at a location with
the goal of identifying as many
species as possible. Typically,
there is a fixed time limit, and
events can take place on many
kinds of land types of varying
ownership and size. Often,
community members are invited to take part by
observing and interacting with the scientists, filling
volunteer roles and participating in the inventory.
These events can provide community members with
valuable hands-on learning opportunities that can

expand their knowledge of
species identification, biodiver-
sity, citizen science, and stew-
ardship.

Although a BioBlitz does
not offer a complete inventory
of an area, it can provide a
“snap-shot” of the species and
diversity found in a location.
However, the data collected at
a BioBlitz can give important
baseline information that
helps researchers and the local
community to observe
changes in biodiversity over
time, and in response to
anthropogenic factors like
development, pollution, or
climate change.

The LPBLT BioBlitz will be a community event
with workshops on plant, butterfly, and moth identi-
fication. More workshops may be added so stay tuned
to the registration page (http://bit.ly/2scmWT2) for
more details and to register.

LPBT Bioblitz

Losses in the Land Trust Family

Volunteers learning how to survey vegetation on the
Shirley and George Pond Reserve - photo: Jenna Sui

Bernard (Jim) Harlow, one of the
founding members of the Long Point
Basin Land Trust, passed away February
22 at the age of 95. Jim served as secretary
of LPBLT from its inception in 1996
until he and his wife Joan moved to
Sudbury in 2011. Jim’s attention to details
and understanding of process was key to
developing the by-laws and many of the
policies for LPBLT. Since 2011 Jim was
the honorary president of the Trust. His
sage advice will be sorely missed.
LPBLT’s staff and board wish to express
our appreciation for all that Jim did for
the organization over the years and offer
condolences to his family.

Sadly, Brenda Lammens, wife of
Raymond Lammens, passed away peace-
fully with family on February 11. Brenda
and Raymond had recently become
members of the Long Point Basin Land
Trust ‘family’ when Raymond joined the
board in May of 2016. Brenda was
actively involved with the family farm
business and also served on many
National, Provincial, and local
Agricultural Associations and Councils.
She was recognized and respected as a
leader and promoter of women’s involve-
ment in agriculture. LPBLT’s board and
staff extend our condolences to Raymond
and his extended family.
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Agenerous donation from Kathy Rosse has led to
the creation of a beautiful and ecologically-
diverse nature reserve in the heart of Teeterville

in Norfolk County. The gift of land was made to Long
Point Basin Land Trust in memory of her late husband,
Robert Rosse. The property has been named after
Marshall Malcolm, a great-uncle to Bob and a lifelong
resident of the Teeterville area.

Marshall was a local farmer, owning land in Norfolk
and Oxford Counties and was the first Teeterville Fire
Chief and Game Warden. Marshall had taken Bob,
who lived almost his entire life in Teeterville, under his
wing. Bob was very involved in the local community as
a Trustee and member of First Baptist Church in Delhi
and was a member of Teeterville Legion for over 40
years, serving as Sports Officer, on the Executive
Committee and was Second Vice President at the time
of his passing.

Over 40 people joined LPBLT staff and Board
Members at the Teeterville Women’s Institute Hall,
which was once the one room schoolhouse where Bob
attended grade school, to recognize this thoughtful gift
and celebrate some Teeterville history.

This newest nature reserve has been named the Al
(Pic) and Pat Robinson Nature Reserve. The Board is
thrilled to have the opportunity to recognize Al (Pic)
and Pat Robinson for the support that they have given
to conservation in Norfolk County. For many years The
Lynn Valley Trail, Norfolk Field Naturalists, Nature
Conservancy of Canada and LPBLT have all been

recipients of their generosity as well as their hands-on
help. He is one of the founding members of LPBLT,
serving on the board and executive since 1996, and was
Treasurer and Vice President for many years.

On Saturday, May 13th, over 30 people joined
LPBLT in celebrating the new nature reserve and
recognizing Al (Pic) and Pat Robinson. We would like
to thank the many individuals who supported the
campaign and helped us leverage the funds needed to
secure LPBLT’s seventh nature reserve.

Celebrating a generous gift and creation of the Marshall Malcolm Wetland Reserve 
in Teeterville - photo: Kevin Babby

New Nature Reserves Dedicated

Al Robinson and
LPBLT President
Peter Carson 
share a laugh in
front of the donor
recognition sign at
LPBLT ‘s newest
property the AL
and Pat Robertson
Nature Reserve -
photo: Kristyn
Richardson
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Lyndsay Shular - Stewardship Coordinator

Conserving Carolinian Reptiles

Left: A melanistic Eastern Gartersnake found
during the Thanksgiving reptile surveys - photo:
Len Grincevicus

Right: Volunteers completing reptile barriers 
in Long Point Provincial Park - photo:
Lyndsay Shular

Long Point Basin Land Trust (LPBLT)
launched the Conserving Carolinian Reptiles
project in 2009 with the goals of recovering

and conserving reptile species at risk and their habi-
tats within the Long Point Basin, and developing an
informed, concerned citizenry that participates
actively in these recovery and conservation efforts.
During the eight years that the project has been
running, it has positively addressed the “knowledge
gap” concerning reptiles in the Long Point Basin and
has brought awareness of the importance of reptiles to
the various communities. Reptiles are beginning to find
our constructed habitats and have been observed using
them; we had reports this year of possible turtle nests
on the turtle nesting mounds and snakes found around
the hibernacula (overwintering sites), with some even
slipping through the rocks into the structures. 
The 2016 season was an exciting one, with many
interesting sightings being reported, but one of the
most memorable moments was a report of a possible
snake nesting site. Unfortunately, it wasn’t in one of
LPBLT’s constructed snake nesting boxes but it was
still exciting to hear so we went and checked it out.
Luckily we got there in time and were fortunate
enough to see some of the baby snakes hatch!! At first
it was hard to tell which species they were but upon
further examination of photos we determined they
were Eastern Milksnakes.

Overall, the Conserving Carolinian Reptiles project
has been very successful and will continue to benefit
reptile species in the Carolinian region for years to
come. Some highlights of the project so far are:

63 artificial reptile habitats have been built and
installed throughout the Long Point Basin: 13 turtle
nesting mounds, 18 snake hibernacula, and 32 snake
nesting cages.

Working together with 23 landowners and farmers
and seven different organizations to create sites for
the artificial reptile habitats.

Installation of a 750m reptile barrier fence in Long
Point Provincial Park in 2011, reducing mortality
rates by 90%.

With the help of hundreds of volunteers, approxi-
mately 5,000 reptile sightings reports were submitted
to LPBLT from Norfolk, Haldimand, Elgin, Brant
and Oxford Counties.

We have collaborated with different partners on
reptile conservation efforts, such as Northern Map
Turtle population re-assessment (Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada),
Queensnake surveys (Huron Stewardship Council),
Eastern Foxsnake surveys (Blazingstar
Environmental) and Ontario Reptile and Amphibian
Atlas (Ontario Nature).   

LPBLT would like to say thank you to the many
project partners, participants and volunteers who have
helped make this successful project happen. We
would also like to thank everyone who has sent in a
sightings report, and encourage you to continue to do
so. The information gained from submitting your
sightings is immensely valuable to the conservation of
reptile species.
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Anthracnose Invades

In 1988 dogwood trees in Norfolk County began to
exhibit dead leaves and suckers on the trunk.
Immediately the worst was feared: that a newly intro-
duced fungus disease found in Pacific Dogwood
(Cornus nuttallii) and US Flowering Dogwood had
arrived in Canada. Kousa Dogwood (Cornus kousa)
imported from Japan was thought to have infected
Pacific Dogwood around 1976, whereupon, the

disease moved east. The disease was described new to
science in 1991 as Dogwood Anthracnose (Discula
destructiva).  To date, research on the origin of the
disease is inconclusive; only that it is not native to
North America. In the USA the loss is huge, with
most Appalachian forests losing 25 to 100% of trees.
In Ontario few living Flowering Dogwoods exist
where once they were common.  This decline has led
to the listing of Flowering Dogwood as Endangered
by provincial and federal authorities.

Focus on Wildlife
Eastern Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida in Norfolk County

Mary Gartshore

Flowering Dogwood is a much-loved spring flowering tree in deciduous forests of eastern North America
including the Carolinian forests of southern Ontario. The wholesale nursery trade value is more than
$100 million yearly in the US.  As the wood is tough, historical uses included tool handles, chopping

blocks and weaving shuttles. It was also used medicinally against malaria and for treating mange in dogs.
Flowering Dogwood is the floral emblem of Norfolk County and the Norfolk Field Naturalists.

Flowering Dogwood is often covered with bright white flowers from mid to end of May 
- photo: Mary Gartshore
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Loss of Dogwood Ripples through the Ecosystem

Several studies have shown that dogwoods contribute
significantly to calcium recycling from green leaves
and leaf litter.  Think of eggshells, bones, milk, snails
and you will realize the scale of loss to ecosystem
function.  A recent taxonomic review of Spring Azure
butterfly specimens from southern Ontario revealed a
surprising result - the Spring Azure (Celastrina ladon)
species whose caterpillars feed on Flowering
Dogwood occurs in Ontario.  The records are few but 
are concentrated in the southern Norfolk sand plain
where Flowering Dogwood is most common.  Given
the sharp decline in Flowering Dogwoods due to
Dogwood Anthracnose, the outlook for this butterfly
is not good.

Propagate Your Own!

Changes in deciduous forests caused by loss of oaks
and increase in maples due to oak mortality, timber
high-grading and absence of fire is squeezing out oak
woodland species in general.  Ecosystem management
can reverse this effect. Flowering Dogwoods living
with Dogwood Anthracnose cannot survive in shade.
Homeowners can avoid the disease by keeping
dogwoods in sunny and breezy locations.  Red berries
are ready-to-harvest in fall when the seed can be

easily squeezed from the fruit.  Clean fruit by hand by
rubbing together grit, fruit and water in a strong
plastic bag.  Clean seed can be stored in moist peat
over winter in a fridge.  Five months of cold moist
conditions are sufficient for germination.  Seed into
bed with wooden sides 12˝ high, a 0.5˝ hardware
cloth lid and a skirt of 0.5˝ hardware cloth buried 6˝
to prevent rodents from eating seed and leaves.  Cover
seeds with 0.5˝ of soil and firm.  Water and fertilize as
needed for two years.  Transplant in spring before bud
break (not in fall).  Flowering Dogwood begins to
flower at 12 years of age but is well worth the wait.

The fall foliage of Flowering Dogwood is an attractive red - photo: Mary Gartshore

Flowering Dogwood berries ripen in October and are food for
migratory American Robins and resident Ruffed Grouse.-
photo: Mary Gartshore
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Conserving Carolinian Reptiles Nature Reserve Acquisition and
Stewardship LPBLT thanks the following:

Nurturing Nature 

The Bradstreet Family Foundation
•

Otter Valley Naturalists

Teeterville Public School

LPBLT  Supporters

Long Point Basin Land Trust thanks the following for their financial support

Steve Armstrong Excavating

Much of our work wouldn’t be possible without the continued support of the LPBLT volunteers. If you are 
interested in learning more about volunteering with LPBLT, please contact our Stewardship Coordinator

Lyndsay Shular: steward@longpointlandtrust.ca or 519-420-9913.

Priorities for Protecting Land

Since being established in 1996, Long Point Basin
Land Trust’s mission has always been to protect and
restore functioning ecosystems in the Long Point Basin.
One of the ways LPBLT achieves this is through land
securement, as well as land stewardship and species at
risk recovery activities on properties owned by the Land
Trust. As the Long Point Basin is a diverse area with a
variety of land owners and users, LPBLT is one of the
organizations shaping the future for this region. 

Current science suggests that at least 30% of a
region’s natural cover must be maintained to retain
ecological functions. Canada, through the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets, has set the goal of protecting at
least 17% of terrestrial areas and inland water. The

contribution of LPBLT`s secured lands and conserva-
tion leadership across the Long Point Basin is essential
in order to achieve these targets and support the well-
being of our natural and human communities.

The securement of properties, whether by donation
or purchase, is a typically lengthy process that includes
long-term negotiations with both potential, and
confirmed, landowners. Distinctive features in the Long
Point Basin are of the focus of LPBLT’s securement
activities, and these priorities are critical for maintaining
ecological functions and the character of the area. 

There are various ways to give land. To find out
about the various options or for more information,
please contact Kristyn Richardson at 

kristyn@longpointlandtrust.ca or 519-586-8309


