WINTER

VIEWPOINT
2018

As we move quickly

President’s Message

through fall with
Christmas looming – yes it’s in the stores already
– we start the yearly exercise of gift shopping. I’m
sure many of you suffer the same problem as we
do in trying to buy for people who “have everything” and, in some cases, plead that they receive
“nothing more!” One of the solutions to this
problem we’ve taken is to make donations in
these peoples’ names to a charity. A note
announcing the gift and giving information on
the particular organization then finds its way
under the tree.This is actually the gift that keeps
on giving throughout the year, and for years to
come. In our case we make Long Point Basin
Land Trust the recipient of our donations.
LPBLT embodies what we hold near and dear
and wish to share with others.
Whether the note is worded “In memory
of...” or “Happy Holidays from...”, this kind of
donation is invaluable to LPBLT as a source of
income, and also a way to expand its outreach
and make contact with others sharing the
same vision.
Your land trust receives a number of
different donation types. Cash is by far the
most common, but shares of stock are often
received. An enhanced tax advantage dealing
with capital gains can make this type of giving
more beneficial to donors than the cash option.
Either are much appreciated by LPBLT.
The Trust also has been the recipient of
generous donations of land. A wish to protect

in perpetuity a favourite property is often the
catalyst for this form of donation. If the site has
rich ecological values it is sometimes possible
to gain some enhanced tax treatment on the
donation. Even if a parcel isn’t of great ecological value, LPBLT would certainly entertain
receipt of the property as trade lands. The
proceeds of the sale of the gift would be
invested in the ongoing work of LPBLT and
could be directed as wished by the donor.
Another form of donation that LPBLT is a
frequent recipient of is physical help. On the
ground, so to speak, labour is often needed to
keep our reserves in shape. Volunteers also
help with monitoring and even with some of
the ongoing office work. It all helps.
If you find yourself able and would like to
support LPBLT in any of the ways noted
above, please feel free to approach Kristyn to
explore these opportunities. Please make sure
to pass your newsletter on to friends that would
appreciate seeing it.
Thank you one and all for your ongoing
support and Best Wishes for the holidays and
New Year.
LPBLT
embodies what we hold
near and dear
and wish to share with others.
Yours in Conservation

The Stead Family Scientific Reserve
Peter J.Carson

A

s many of you are aware, LPBLT

was the recipient of a very nice 50 acre
(~20 hectare) parcel of land that is
within one of the most significant natural
heritage areas in Norfolk. The donation, made
in summer of this year through Environment
Canada’s Ecological Gifts Program, was from
the Stead Family. Ken Stead and his mother
purchased the site in the early 1990s as a reserve
in memory of their departed father and
husband. The family’s appreciation of nature
and the desire to help protect a significant piece
of it, lead to the original purchase. Ken and his
children had been involved in some of the
restoration when tree planting was carried out
in the late 1980s. Ken’s particular interest is in
moths, and the site has proved to be rich in this
group. To date 3 species new to Canada have
been discovered there, with the likelihood of
more to be found. In addition to these the site
is known for several other rare insects, as well
as the Black Oak community which is itself
very rare.
The forested block that the property is

contained within has a number of designations. It is an Area of Natural and Scientific
Interest (ANSI) as designated by Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources for its Natural
Heritage values. It is a Carolinian Canada
Site, one of 38 in Southern Ontario designated in 1984; and contains one of the most
significant and biologically diverse forests
remaining in the Carolinian Zone of southwestern Ontario. The property is very high
and dry (some of the highest and driest in
South Walsingham), and is predominately
Black Oak Savanna.
It is Ken’s wish that the property be
managed as a Scientific Reserve with an
emphasis on research of lepidoptera. LPBLT
is thrilled to have been honoured by Ken by
way of this donation and will be happy to
follow his wishes.
A few weeks ago LPBLT launched a
fundraising appeal to support the stewardship
costs of this parcel and this appeal will be
carried on into the new year. Please give
generously as Ken has.

Ken’s wish is that the property
be managed as a Scientific Reserve with
emphasis on research of lepidoptera.
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Viewed clockwise:
Leaves from a Black oak: photo Mary Gartshore
Oak savanna on Stead Family Scientific Reserve; photo Kristyn Richardson
Shivering Pinion (Lithophane querquera) photo Mary Gartshore
Roadside Sallow (Metaxaglaea viatic) photo Mary Gartshore
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Students Participate in Field Studies at the
Delhi Wetland Nature Reserve
Lenora Sawyer, Teacher at Delhi District Secondary School
he Delhi Wetland Nature Reserve is

T

located just 5 minutes from Delhi
District Secondary School, and yet,
most students – and people in general –
wouldn’t know it was there. With ravines
lined with hemlocks and a freshwater fen, the
property is a lovely natural area and presents a
wonderful opportunity to teach DDSS
students about the unique ecosystems in their
own backyards.
In the spring of this year, Kristyn
Richardson graciously helped me organize a
series of activities in the Delhi Wetland for my
Gr. 11 biology class. Once a week throughout
the month of May, the class walked to the
Nature Reserve for field studies. After an
initial tour of the property with Kristyn, the
class was introduced to bird identification
with Bird Studies Canada biologist, Miles
Falconer, then looked at the characteristics of
forests and trees, with Norfolk County
forester, Dan Marina.
The response from the class was very positive. A quick poll of some of my former

students resulted in comments like, “It was
awesome,” but beyond just enjoying a day out
of the classroom, many students understood
the importance of taking what they were
learning and applying it to the “real world”
outside the school. Some students felt the
hands-on activities helped them understand
the in-class lessons better. Others enjoyed
doing activities they wouldn’t typically do, like
listening to birds and examining invasive
species up close. When I asked what they liked
most, the final scavenger hunt seemed to be
the most popular. This gave students the
opportunity to explore the property on their
own and look for various items, like seeds,
birds or insects. One of the most interesting
finds was the discovery of salamanders in a
rotten tree trunk.
Many thanks to Kristyn, who helped organize these field studies and played a big role in
making them a success. I look forward to
continuing to bring classes to the Delhi
Wetland in the future.

Students from Delhi District Secondary School
participating in field studies at LPBLT’s Delhi
Wetland Nature Reserve. photos Lenora Sawyer
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Stewardship of the Jackson-Gunn
and Arthur Langford Nature Reserves
Joe Stephenson, LPBLT Director and OVN President
or the last five years, the Otter Valley

F

Naturalists (OVN) have been providing
stewardship efforts to these two reserves
within the Long Point Basin Land Trust
holdings.
Work we have done includes removal of
refuse on an annual basis. At other times,
invasive species have been controlled, such as
our work removing common mullein from the
Arthur Langford Nature Reserve. Trails are
also cleared of fallen branches from time-to-

time to keep the trails accessible.
This work is not without its rewards,
though — participants enjoy the occasional
sighting of creatures such as a Bald Eagle that
may fly over while the work is occurring. And
it gives us a chance to observe and enjoy native
trees like Jackson- Gunn’s impressive
beeches, as well as many other hidden gems.
Collecting debris in Jackson - Gunn
Nature Reserve. photo Joe Stepheson

If you are interested in stewardship
opportunities, get in touch with
Kristyn Richardson at LPBLT.

OVN members enjoy the conclusion of a debris pick-up photo Joe Stepheson
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Species in Focus: Acadian Flycatcher
Ian Fife, Ontario Forest Birds at Risk Program Coordinator, Bird Studies Canada

T
The Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens): Canada’s rarest flycatcher

he Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax
virescens): Canada’s rarest flycatcher

The Acadian Flycatcher is a small, olivecoloured bird which has a yellow eye ring and
two buffy or whitish wing stripes. Their bills
and primary feathers are the longest of all 5
eastern North American flycatchers. It’s one of
the only bird species capable of hovering and
flying backwards. Their song is an explosive
peet-sah which has a similar sound to a dog’s
squeeze toy. They are listed as Endangered
both federally and provincially under the
Species at Risk and Endangered Species Acts.
Their entire population in Canada breeds in
the Carolinian region of southwestern
Ontario which is considered the northernmost range extent.
Acadian Flycatcher are an area sensitive
species and considered habitat specialists that
prefer treed swamps and riparian areas of
mature, large forests with a closed canopy,
moderately open understory, and little to no
ground layer. More than half of forests occupied by Acadian Flycatchers are larger than 100
ha. and 92% are more than 25 ha. In Ontario,
they are often associated with hemlock dominated or mixed hemlock riparian habitats and
establish breeding territories where the shrub
and debris layer is less than 3 m above the
ground. Acadian Flycatchers primarily build
nests low on hemlock branches typically overhanging a swamp or stream edge and the only
North American flycatcher to adorn their nests
with “tails” - pieces of nesting material hanging
down similar to a kite.
The population trend for Acadian
Flycatchers has been relatively stable over the
past decade and declining very little between

1966 and 2007 (0.4 – 2.3%/year). However, the
overall population estimate for Acadian
Flycatcher in Ontario is rather small. Some
recent population estimates for Ontario suggest
there are about 50 breeding pairs and no more
than 115 – 150 individuals. Predictions for
Ontario have been made about the long-term
sustainability of this species suggesting a high
probability of its extirpation (localized extinction) from Canada. Recovery efforts advise the
recruitment of one breeding pair every two years
may prevent their extirpation.
How Bird Studies Canada aims to protectone of
the Carolinian forest’s most endangered birds
The Ontario Forest Birds at Risk (FBAR)
program with Bird Studies Canada was developed in 2011 to complete surveys and protect
habitat of Ontario’s most endangered bird
species. The FBAR program targets 4 species
to better understand their population trends
and ecology. They include: Cerulean Warbler,
Prothonotary Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush
and Acadian Flycatcher.
Over the past 8 years, the FBAR program at
Bird Studies Canada has been completing
occupancy surveys and monitoring nests for
Acadian Flycatchers. The program also identifies locations that are of great conservation
priority and continue to monitor high priority
sites yearly, while trying to determine new
priority locations for Acadian Flycatcher. Due
to our actions, 28 locations have been identified
by the federal government as Acadian
Flycatcher critical habitat. Through nest monitoring, we have been able to determine Acadian
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Flycatcher productivity (young produced per
nest) and found on average an unsettling 0.84
fledged young per nest per year with a 10 - 12%
decline in productivity since 2011.
Protecting habitat for this species is crucial
for creating a sustainable population in southwestern Ontario. As habitat specialists, habitat
loss for Acadian Flycatcher greatly affects the
sustainability of this species. Forest fragmentation increases edge habitat and encroaching
housing development reduces woodlot sizes
contributing to less desirable habitat.
Maintaining and encouraging habitat connectivity for areas over 25 ha could aid in species
recovery. Changes to forest water tables and
streams by agriculture (e.g., tile drainage),
construction and development (e.g., altering
stream flow and increased turbidity), and
climate change (e.g., higher mean annual
temperatures, reduced rainfall) all have an
impact on Acadian Flycatcher habitat.
Invasive species also play a role in their
decline and the FBAR program considers the

The nest is a loosely made
cup of fine materials held together
with insect and spider silk.
photo Ron Ridout

identification and monitoring of forest health
risks as a high priority. Species such as
Multiflora Rose and European Buckthorn
create a shrub layer not preferred by Acadian
Flycatcher. Maintaining your woodlot and
removing invasive species around wet, hemlock
dominated areas greatly improves habitat. A
more prominent invasive species that would be
detrimental to Acadian Flycatcher is Hemlock
Woolly Adelgid. Although only two occurrences have been detected (and destroyed) in
Ontario, it is on a high priority watch list for all
conservation and government organizations in
southwestern Ontario. The only host tree for
the invasive insect in Ontario is the eastern
hemlock and kills trees within 4 – 15 years.
To find out more about the Forest Birds at
Risk program, Acadian Flycatchers or any
o n e of the 4 target species at risk
visit Birds Studies Canada website at
www.birdscanada.org/research/speciesatrisk
or contact Ian Fife with any questions at
speciesatrisk@birdscanada.org

Adult Acadian Flycatchers are olive-green
with white underparts and yellowish sides.
photo Mike Burell
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LPBLT SUPPORTERS
Long Point Basin Land Trust thanks the following
for their financial support

Projects

Nature Reser ve Acquisition and Stewardship

Business Sponsors
2017-2018
Grade 11 Biology Class at

And a big thank-you to all the individual supporters
of the Long Point Basin Land Trust
To contact us: P.O. Box 468 Port Rowan Ontario N0E 1M0 519-586-8309

