
Vice President’s Report

As reported in the lead
article the Land Trust increased
its land holdings by 39% with the

purchase of the 193 acre Trout Creek Nature
Reserve in March 2019, following its largest
($960,000) but shortest (less than 4 months)
property acquisition campaign. What seemed
like a long shot during the dark days of early
December began to seem possible as various
funders came on board over the winter
months. But it wasn’t until March 6th (just
22 days before our purchase offer expired)
that the make-or-break major funding from
the Canada Nature Fund was confirmed and
we knew we were only $47,500 away from
reaching our goal. When we reached out to
our supporters to help close that funding gap
we were delighted with how quickly and
generously you stepped up.

The Spring Peeper is highlighted in this
newsletter because this harbinger of spring is
familiar to most of our readers (though you may
never have actually seen the little critter that is
the source of the loud peeping noises). This
common species cannot survive without healthy
wetlands, ponds and sloughs.

As you peruse the newsletter you will find
updates on some of the Land Trust’s other

nature reserves and activities. The full-colour
booklet included with this mailing has details
about our 2019 program of free public events,
as well as information about our corporate
sponsors. We encourage you to sign up for
one or more events. Please pass the booklet
on to others who might be interested.
Additional copies of the booklet are available
at libraries, information centres, and munic-
ipal offices across our region. We hope you
like the new format.

Please contact Kristyn Richardson if you
would like to have your business included in
the 2020 booklet.
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Spring is a time for growing and celebrating and the Long Point
Basin Land Trust has been doing both this spring.
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A Very BIG Deal!
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Long Point Basin Land Trust is
thrilled to announce the acquisition of
the Trout Creek Nature Reserve, 193

acres of oak savanna and ravines through
which Trout Creek meanders, is now
protected in perpetuity. Located in central
Norfolk County, south of Delhi, the property
is part of the Trout Creek Valley Significant
Natural Area. The Nature Reserve will
protect a portion of Trout Creek, and
contains a large area of oak savanna.
Ecologists agree that larger areas are more effec-
tive at preserving species than smaller ones, and
this is LPBLT’s largest property to date.

With this acquisition, the Land Trust hits
many milestones: our 10th Nature Reserve;
adding an impressive 39% to our protected
areas overnight; and, surpassing a square mile
(combined) of nature reserves. Coming so
soon after two properties added last year, we

are very grateful to all those involved in
making it happen.

Orchestrating the deal has been Projects
Manager Kristyn Richardson, who worked
tirelessly to put the many puzzle pieces
together on a tight timeline. These included
generous private donations, funding from
Ontario Trillium Foundation, Echo
Foundation, a major matching donation
from the government of Canada through the
federal Department of Environment and
Climate Change and generous donations
from our supporters to close the gap. We are
so thankful for Kristyn’s efforts.

Also instrumental was Vice-President
Audrey Heagy who first put this opportunity
on our radar, and championed the deal to the
board through some nail-biting meetings.

For the last fifty years or more, the prop-
erty has been managed for timber production 

This is LPBLT’s largest property to date.ph
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3VIEWPOINT

and planted with red pine plantations. The
future was uncertain – it could have sprouted
an ‘estate home’. Now, a management plan
will be put in place, as happens with all of
our reserves. This will include gating to keep
out damaging unauthorized access, clean up
of some garbage, signage, an inventory of
species on the site, and restoration work to
restore the oak savanna ecosystem. And, as
part of the purchase, a stewardship endow-
ment fund to pay for future management has

been fully funded. The future looks bright for
this piece of paradise!

A dedication event will be held in the near
future. If you would like to experience the prop-
erty, consider registering for the “Bathing in a
Forest “ event, on Saturday June 8, from 10am
to 1pm. More information can be found at

bathinginaforest.eventbrite.ca

The property features Carolinian deciduous forest, eastern hemlock dominated ravines, 
a section of the Trout Creek cold water stream system, and oak-pine woodlands that could be

restored to become beautiful oak savanna habitat.
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the Explore the Outdoors program
– an exciting opportunity for people to
connect with nature in many different ways.

Expand your knowledge with practical
workshops on gardening with native plants,
learning how to keep your trees healthy, and
protecting turtle nests.

If you want to immerse yourself in the
wonder of nature, events such as the morning
bird stroll, investigating the creatures of the 

night, or tagging Monarch butterflies will
interest you.

Alternatively, if you are looking for a
serene experience, try forest bathing or the
fall mushroom walk.

There truly is something for everyone!
Explore the Outdoors will also showcase

LPBLT’s Nature Reserves – events are
happening at six of our properties, as well as
at Long Point Provincial Park.

Events run from May to October, and all
are free; for more information and to register,
visit www.longpointlandtrust.ca/events

Explore the Outdoors

The Explore the Outdoors program would not be possible 
without support from:

This spring LPBLT
is launching
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Stewardship Shorts

Property Management Plan Prepared — February 2019 —A management plan has been developed
for the recently acquired Stead Family Scientific Reserve with funding from the Ontario Land Trust
Assistance Program. All LPBLT properties have a management plan put in place as soon as possible to
guide future stewardship activities.

New Pond on the Pond Reserve — March 2019 —A pond has been dug on the upper field of the
Shirley and George Pond Nature Reserve. Funded by the Long Point Region Conservation Authority,
it should provide additional wildlife habitat in that part of the property.

Tree Planting to Keep the Weeds Out — May 2019 —Over 2,400 eastern white pine seedlings have
been planted on the Arthur Langford Nature Reserve as hedgerows along the road and boundary
edges. The intention is for suppression of non-native grasses. Thanks to the Norfolk Environmental
Stewardship Team (aka NEST Crew) for planting the trees.

New pond on the Shirley and George Pond Nature Reserve. 
Inset: Tree planting on Arthur Langford Nature Reserve.

po
nd

 p
ho

to
: M

ar
y 

G
ar

ts
ho

re
 /p

la
nt

in
g 

ph
ot

o:
 P

et
er

 C
ar

so
n



6

It’s the first warm spring
night. Suddenly you hear it – the
unmistakable sound of the Spring Peeper

chorus. Taking your flashlight, you head for
the wetland. As you approach, the chorus
becomes louder – deafening. Suddenly,
things get quiet. You stand by the wetland’s
edge...wait...and slowly it resumes. Can you
spot one? Not easy! Tiptoeing along the
shore, you finally zero in on the source.
There, on a goldenrod stalk is a small brown
frog – a singing male, its throat expanding
like bubblegum to produce his mating
chorus. A spring peeper, all right.

The Spring Peeper is one of our smallest
common frogs, brown to orange in colour
and only 2-4 cm long. It has a characteristic
X shaped marking on its back. 

On warm spring nights, the males’
breeding chorus can be heard far away. After
mating, some 900 eggs are laid underwater
and attached to branches. Hatching in 12
days, the tadpoles feed on algae and small
organisms in the water. When they reach
maturity they will eat small invertebrates,
beetles, ants, and spiders; while giant water
bugs, diving beetles and snakes will try to
make a meal of them.

The spring peeper is common and wide-
spread and not listed as endangered. But it
does need marshes, ponds, or swamps to
provide the aquatic environment the eggs
and tadpoles require. It is essential that
wetland environments be preserved if we are
to continue hearing the wondrous early
spring song of the mighty little Spring
Peeper.

Species in Focus: Spring Peeper (Pseudacris crucifer)

Male Spring Peeper singing in the rain.
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As outlined in a letter to
supporters last fall, LPBLT has
acquired a beautiful 50-acre parcel

of land through a generous donation from
Ken Stead. Accepting this donation fits the
Land Trust’s mission of preserving working
ecosystems and rare landscapes – in perpe-
tuity. It’s an awesome responsibility, and one
we take seriously.

But there are ongoing costs to owning
property. For nature reserves, these include
property taxes, insurance, gating, and elimi-
nation of invasive species.

To be assured that we will be able to meet 
these costs in the long term, LPBLT sets up

an endowment fund for each of our nature
reserves. The fund amount is set at 15% of
the value of the property, as mandated by the
Canadian Land Trust Standards and
Practices. The income from these funds is to
be used to cover the costs without depleting
the fund.

The goal for the Stead Family Scientific
Reserve Stewardship Endowment Fund is
$56,250. To date we have raised $10,359.
Please help us raise the remaining amount
with a donation large or small, by cheque or
online using the secure donation form at
www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/long-
point-basin-land-trust/

Stead Endowment Update

Sand barrens in young restored black oak savanna that are important habitat for
bees, tiger beetles and other insects.
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Nature Reser ve Acquisition and Stewardship

Biodiversity and Conser vation Projects

Thank you to the many individuals, organizations and businesses 
that have supported our work this year including our nature reserve acquisition 

and stewardship program, species at risk and biodiversity conservation work, and our
outreach and education efforts. The Long Point Basin Land Trust would like to

acknowledge the following for their important financial support:

Consider sponsoring and placing an advertisement in LPBLT’s
2020 Explore the Outdoors booklet; your support will ensure that
the program is a success. Each sponsor is featured in the full colour
event booklet, which is distributed across the Long Point Basin
region, available to download on our website and featured in both
our ViewPoint newsletter and e-mail blasts. We promote the
program all year long, so a one-time sponsorship from you goes a
long way. This is a great opportunity to combine your advertising
with supporting land conservation efforts and show the community
your business cares about protecting the environment. For more
information or to become a sponsor, please contact Kristyn
Richardson at: kristyn@longpointlandtrust.ca or 519-586-8309.

Mail: P.O. Box 468 Port Rowan, ON N0E 1M0 
Phone: 519-586-8309  
Email: general@longpointlandtrust

www.longpointlandtrust.ca


